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Further information  

 
For further information about this publication, 
or the work of the JISC Regional Support 
Centre, please contact: 
 
Craig Mill (Accessibility & Inclusion) 
Sarah Price (Manager) 
JISC RSC Scotland North & East 
Edinburghôs Telford College 
350 West Granton Road 
Edinburgh EH5 1QE 

 

e-mail: support@rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk 
tel:   0131 559 4112 
web:  www.rsc-ne-scotland.ac.uk 
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Introduction  
The aim of this g uide is to promote awareness of open source1 and freeware2 

Windows programs that can be used t o support learners with additional support 

needs. The overall collection of programs is called AccessApps. In many cases, 

AccessApps programs are very similar in functionality to well -known commercial 

products.  

 

An individual learner, especially one with literacy support needs, may benefit from 

a range of tools such as text -to-speech, screen masking, dictionaries, highlighting, 

voice recognition etc. In some cases, learners require only a few of the features 

that come with the popular commercial products . Unfortunately, though the 

products can often easily be customised to reduce the number of features, such 

reductions do not typically reduce the overall cost.  

 

AccessApps programs are portable, running from a USB stick , providing  a range of 

solutions to support writing , reading and planning as well as sensory and physical 

difficulties.  As with the commercial products, whether the full features of 

AccessApps programs are used, or only a subset of these, the cost stays the same. 

The big difference with the AccessApps programs is that the cost remains no cost! 

 

This guide highlights a selection of 1 4 common applications although there are over 

40 assistive technology applications to choose from  on AccessApps. All the  software  

described in this guide  can be downloaded from: www.eduapps.org. Training 

materials  and step-by-step guides can also be obtained from the EduApps website. 

They can be downloaded in a range of formats, e.g., large print, MP3, Digital 

Talking Book (DTB). Furthermore, the RSC can provide comprehensive support, 

guidance and advice to individuals who have downloaded the software.   

 

Because the software is portable , learners  can use it at home , at college/university 

or even at work  ð wherever a Windows PC is available to them. Learners have 

access to the technology they need, whenever and wherever they need it , without 

having to ask, making AccessApps an invaluable tool for promoting inclusive 

learning and teaching . 

                                            
1 The JISC Open Source Software Advisory Service (OSS Watch), defines open source software as 

òsoftware that has been released under an Open Source Initiative (OSI) certified licenseó: 
http://www.oss -watch.ac.uk/resources/opensourcesoftware.xm l 
 
2 Freeware is computer software  that is available for use at no cost or for an optional fee  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_%28process%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Planning
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Physical
http://www.eduapps.org/
http://www.oss-watch.ac.uk/resources/opensourcesoftware.xml
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software
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Overview  of applications  

1. Mind maps  

XMind  

XMind is a n open source  mind mapping program, similar to 
Inspiration, Mind Manager and Mind Genius.  

Who would benefit?   

XMind can help individuals who think, plan and learn visually .  

 
Figure 1: XMind is an easy-to -use mind mapping program . 

Main features:  

¶ Add topics and sub topics using the mouse and keyboard shortcuts. 

¶ Customise font style, font and background colour of topics  and subtopics.  

¶ Add images, hyperlinks/files and notes to topics and subtopics . 

¶ Outline and text view (right pane) . 

¶ Spell checking. 

¶ Import Mind Manager files.  

¶ Export to HTML, Word etc.  

Limitations:  

¶ XMind can export mind maps to PowerPoint but only to o ne slide.  

¶ XMind does not feature audio support but can be used in combination with 

Thunder text -to-speech.    

 
Website:  XMind can be downloaded from: http://www.xmind.net/   

http://www.xmind.net/
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MindMeister  

MindMeister is a free online collaborative mind mapping program  
with similar  features  to Inspiration, Mind Manager and Mind 
Genius.  

Who would benefit?   

MindMeister can help individuals who think, plan and learn visually . MindMeister 

can be used to collaborate with fellow  colleagues, students or lecturers in real 

time.  

 
Figure 2: MindMeister is a free collaborative web based mind mapping program . 

Main features:  

¶ Add topics and sub topics. 

¶ Customise font style , size and colour of topics and subtopics .  

¶ Add images, hyperlinks/files and notes to topics and subtopics .  

¶ Export to HTML, Word and other popular formats.   

¶ A MindMeister app can be downloaded from iTunes for use with  the iPhone.  

Limitations:  

¶ MindMeister requires an internet connection.  

¶ The free account l imits the user to 6 mind maps.  

¶ Does not feature spell checking.  

¶ MindMeister is not suitable for screen reader users.  

 
Website:  You can set up a free MindMeister  account at:  

http://www.mindmeister.com/  

 

http://www.mindmeister.com/
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2. Colour preferences, screen masking  and tracking   

RapidSet  

RapidSet  is an easy -to-use program which allows you to chan ge 
font and background colours.  

Who would benefit?  

Individuals who prefer to use an alternative font and background colour to the 

Windows default.  

 
Figure 3: RapidSet font and background colour changer . 

Main features:  

¶ Change background and font colours to Windows applications, e.g., Word 

etc.  

Limitations:  

¶ RapidSet does not save individual user settings when computer  is shut down.  
 

Website:  RapidSet can be downloaded from  http://bit.ly/5Cokje   

Tutorial : http://tinyurl.com/6ovpw4   

http://bit.ly/5Cokje
http://tinyurl.com/6ovpw4
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T-Bar  

T-bar is a coloured screen masking/ ruler  similar to  the features 
found in  Texthelpôs Read and Write Gold  (v9) and ClaroReadôs 
Screen Ruler /Claroview.  

Who would benefit?   

Individuals who prefer to use an alternative font and background colour to the 

Windows default.  

 

 
Figure 4: T-Bar is a screen masking/ruler program to help track text.  

Main features :  

¶ Screen masking with 1 or 2 ruled lines . 

¶ Ruled lines can be adjusted to read one or more lines of text .  

¶ Adjustable screen masking width and length .  

¶ Lock T-bar so it follows the mou se pointer . 

¶ Finely tune colour, line and saturation settings using the Control Panel .  

¶ User settings can be saved.  

 
Website:  T-Bar can be downloaded from http://bit.ly/5Cokje   






















